Unit 4: Writing Fiction: Big Dreams, Tall Ambitions (Fifth Grade)
	Sessions:
	Resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:
Imagining Stories From Ordinary Moments – page 1
Objective: The learner will observe that fiction writers get ideas for stories from daily life and past writing
	· Sample of paper/story that show personal life experience

· Chart paper
· Writing utensil

· Teacher’s Writing Notebook
· Student published papers (2-3 papers for each student)

· CD-Rom for resources
	W.PR.05.01
W.GN.05.01 
W.WP.05.04

	Session II:
Imagining Stories We Wished Existed in the World – page 15
Objective: The learner will get ideas for writing by imagining books they wish existed in the world and by thinking about important issues in their own lives
	· Chart paper

· 1 student sample paper
· Teacher story idea

· Teacher’s Writing Notebook

· Well, known fairy tale (Billy Goats Gruff, Cinderella, etc.) 

· CD-Rom for resources
	W.PS.05.01
S. CN.05.02 
W.PR.05.02 
W.PR.05.03 

S.CN.05.03

	Session III: Developing Believable Characters – page 27
Objectives:  The learner will realize that fiction writers need to choose a story idea and begin to develop characters by creating their external and internal traits
	· “How To Find Ideas” chart
· Teacher sample of a character & story lines

· Chart paper & marker (2 pieces)
· CD-Rom for resources

	W.PR.05.01
W.PR.05.02
W.PS.05.01


	Session IV: 
Giving Characters Struggles and Motivations – page 43
Objective: The learner will develop characters by telling about their characters’ motivations and struggles and also by creating scenes that demonstrate this
	· Chart paper & markers

· Text showing yearning of characters

· Class story idea
· “Advice For Developing a Character” Chart
· “Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing” Chart

· Idea for ordinary scene
· CD-Rom for resources
	W.PR.05.02
W.PR.05.01
W.PR.05.04 
W.PS.05.01


	Session V:  
Plotting With a Story Mountain – page 59
Objective: The learner will sketch out plot lines for stories on a story mountain which represents a typical story structure
	· Chart paper & markers

· CD-Rom

· Peter’s Chair by Ezra Jack Keats

· CD-Rom for resources

	W.PR.05.02
W.PS.05.01


	Session VI: 
Show Don’t Tell; Planning and Writing Scenes – page 73
Objective: The learner will realize that writing a story scene is the same as writing small moment stories and that writers often put the character into action or by laying out the character’s words and letting the story unfold step by step
	· Famous fairy tale (same used in Session II)

· CD-Rom

	W.PR.05.02 
W.PR.05.03 

S. CN.05.02 


	Session VII: 
Feeling and Drafting The Heart of Your Story – page 85
Objective: The learner will create a best draft through experiencing the world through a character’s skin  
	· Well-known text (example Fireflies)

· Current lead for class story 

· Story Mountain

· Idea for a scene 

· CD-Rom for resources


	W.PR.05.03 

W.AT.05.01
R.NT.05.03

	Session VIII: Studying Published Texts to Write Leads – page 99
Objective: The learner will reread literature in order to learn new techniques for writing and revisit various strategies previously learned for writing leads
	· Leads of 2 short stories students know well

· Sample lead that needs revision

· 2 examples of dialogue in a text

· CD-Rom


	W.AT.05.01
W.PR.05.04 


	Session IX: 
Orienting Readers With Setting – page 116
Objective: The learner will monitor their writing to make sure that the action and dialogue are grounded in the setting
	· Metaphor to describe disorientation by lack of setting

· Scene with nothing but dialogue copied on chart paper

· Revised scene with less dialogue & more study

· Part of class story copied on chart paper

· Passages to show good setting

· CD-Rom


	W.GN.05.01

	Session X: Writing Powerful Endings – page 133 
Objective: The learner will write an ending to a story that meshes and serves the purpose of the story
	· Samples of good endings

· List/chart paper

· Ending to class story

· Display of all read aloud books used

· CD-Rom


	W.PR.05.03 

W.AT.05.01


	Session XI: Revision; Rereading with a Lens – page 145
Objective: The learner will reread the story with a lens and that the lens must vary depending on what the writer values in the piece
	· Class story on chart paper to demonstrate revising through a lens
· Transparency of former student paper

· Chart paper & marker

· CD-Rom


	W.PR.05.04 
W.AT.05.01


	Session XII: 
Making a Space For Writing – page 154
Objective: The learners will create special spaces in the writer’s notebook, the classroom, and the home for their writing
	· Anecdote you can tell about one writer’s special work space

· A quote or object whose significance you can share

· Charts of Writing tips

· Copy of each child’s published personal narrative

· CD-Rom
	W.AT.05.01


	Session XIII:
Using Mentor Texts to Flesh Out Characters – page 165
Objective: The learner will study mentor authors to observe what other writers do and will use actions and revealing details to show rather than tell about a character
	· Text that shows character through actions copied on chart paper (recommended Pippi Goes on Board)

· Teacher’s own writing to demonstrate copying a mentor text

· Excerpt from Fireflies
· CD-Rom


	W.PR.05.04 


	Session XIV:
Editing with Various Lenses – page 175
Objective: The learner will edit using lenses, reread the writing several times to check for conventional errors, and make edits as they go
	· Class story 

· CD-Rom


	W.PR.05.01
W.GN.05.01 
W.SP.05.01




	Session XV: Publishing Anthologies: A Celebration – page 187
Objective: The learner will view their work as a published piece and receive the thrill of having reviews on their contribution to the class short-story anthology
	· Choral Reading of a poem

· Bound anthologies of students’ short stories, including about the author paragraphs for each student
· Gift box or bag to hold anthologies
· Feedback sheets

· Refreshments

· Decorations

· CD-Rom for resources
	W.AT.05.01



