Unit 5:  Literary Essays:  Writing About Reading (Fifth Grade)
	Sessions:
	Resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Writing Inside The Story – page 1

Objective:  The learner will:

Practice making mental images  and write about living vicariously through the characters
	· A metaphor or anecdote you can tell to illustrated that writers live intensely

· Enlarged copy of “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant (or other touchstone text), prepared on chart paper for use throughout the unit

· List of tips for writing about reading-“Write Inside the Story to Help You Read Well” prepared on chart paper (page 5)

· A packet of four or five short, accessible texts for each child, marked in places where child could pause to envision

· Chart paper

· Markers

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	R.CM.05.01
W.PR.05.01

	Session II:

Gathering Writing About The Story By Close Reading – page 19

Objective: The learner will:

Use conversational prompts to extend their thinking and  writing about a text
	· “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant or other touchstone text, copied onto chart paper

· Idea for an entry you can use to demonstrate writing about a detail from the touchstone text, then having a larger thought about it

· Start of a chart, “Strategies for Writing in Response to Reading” (page 25)

· Story you can tell about a child who initially had trouble making observations, then found lots to notice

· Chart paper

· Markers

· Notebooks

· Pencils

· Sticky notes

· A chart , “Conversation Prompts” prepared on chart paper (page 27)

· A chart, “Ideas about Texts”, prepared on chart paper (page 29)
	W.PR.05.03
R.CM.05.03
R.NT.05.03

	Session III:

Gathering Writing By Studying Characters – page36

Objective: The learner will:

Read and write about details of characters to expand on significant topics


	· “The Marble Champ”, by Gary Soto, and “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant (or other touchstone texts)

· “Thinking About Characters” chart, prepared on chart paper (page 41)

· “Strategies for Writing in Response to Reading” chart, updated with tips  from previous session (page 41)

· Markers

· Chart paper
	W.GN.05.01
S.DS.05.02

	Session IV:

Elaborating On Written Ideas Using Conversational Prompts – page 51

Objective:  The learner will:

Elaborate on ideas and write about characters
	· “Pushing Our Thinking” chart from personal essay unit (page 53)

· Sample of student work from personal essay unit showing  use of conversational prompts from the “Pushing Our Thinking” chart

· “Prompts for Pushing Our Thinking About Reading” chart, prepared as handout (page 53)

· Transcript of teacher’s book talk that uses conversational prompts 

· “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant, and “The Marble Champ”, by Gary Soto (or other touchstone texts)

Student notebook entry that shows observations about the text and responses to those observations, prepared as handout for homework
	W.PR.05.02
S.DS.05.01
W.GR.05.01

	Session V:

Developing Provocative Ideas

-page 66

Objective:  The learner will:

Analyze the ways the author deliberately crafts the story to convey meaning
	· List of provocative questions-“Interpretation: What Is This Story Really About?” prepared on chart paper (page 69)

· Passage from “Spaghetti”, BY Cynthia Rylant (or other touchstone text), copied onto chart paper

· ▪”Strategies for Writing in Response to Reading” chart, updated with bullet points from today’s lesson (page71)

· Chart

· Markers

· See CD-ROM for additional resources 
	R.MT.05.01
L.RP.05.03

	Session VI:

Developing Provocative Ideas:

“How Does This Story Intersect with My Life?” – page 81

Objective:  The learner will:

Practice making self-to-text connections in order to understand and develop ideas about texts
	· Story you can tell of an instance when reading changed a person’s life (perhaps your own)

· Recommended text “Thank You, Mr. Falker” by Patricia Polacco

· Example of an important issue from your own life

· “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant  (or other touchstone text)

· Idea for a shared life issue children can discuss in relation to a text

· Recommended text “Chicken Sunday” by Patricia Polacco

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	R.CM.05.01
S.DS.05.02

	Session VII: 

Finding And Testing A Thesis Statement – page 95
Objective:  The learner will:

Organize, draft, and revise their theses 
	· “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant

· Your own sample seed ideas from “Spaghetti” you can use to demonstrate choosing and testing possible these statements

· Start of a chart: “Questions Essayists Ask of a Thesis Statement”, prepared on a chart paper (pages 98, 99, 104)

· Manila file folders

· Sample of student work where ideas are boxed and bulleted

· Sample thesis statements that illustrate using a template-juxtaposing the internal and external story lines

· Chart paper

· Markers
	W.GN.05.03

	Session VIII:

Framing Essays – page 109

Objective:  The learner will:

draft, reflect, and revise possible outlines for their literary essays
	· Child’s draft and revised thesis statements that illustrate the process  of analysis and revision

· “Spaghetti” by Cynthia Rylant

· Class thesis statement for “Spaghetti”, written on chart paper

· “Questions Essayists Ask of a Thesis Statement” chart updated with latest bullet points (page 112)

· List prepared as a handout: “Tips and Tools for Writing a Thesis and Topic Sentences for a Literary Essay” (pages 117 & 118)

· See CD-ROM for additional resources 
	W.GN.05.03
W.PR.05.04

	Session IX:

Using Stories As Evidence – page 123

Objective:  The learner will:

Demonstrate ways that essayists collect and angle mini stories as evidence to support their claims.
	· First portion of “Spaghetti”, by Cynthia Rylant, on transparency, chart paper, or as handouts

· Timeline of “Spaghetti” that you can quickly summarize

· A chart, “How to Angle a Story to Make a Point”, prepared on chart paper (page 130)

· Specific ministry from “Spaghetti” you can retell to support a thesis

· Chart paper

· Markers

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	W.AT.05.01
W.PR.05.02

	Session X:

Using Summaries As Evidence – page 137

Objective:  The learner will:

summarize bits of a text as evidence to support their theses and claims

	· Example of a paragraph that summarizes a book, transcribed onto chart paper

· Passages from “Spaghetti” by Cynthia Rylant, transcribed onto chart paper and as a handout

· Example of a paragraph that summarizes an episode from “Spaghetti’ as supporting evidence for an idea

· “Transitional Phrases to Link Evidence in Essays” chart, prepared on chart paper

· Chart paper

· Markers

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	W.PR.05.01

	Session XI: 

Using Lists As Evidence – page 148

Objective:  The learner will:

Create lists to support their theses claims

	· Examples of well-known repeating phrases from familiar children’s texts

· Recommended texts; “When I was young in the Mountains” by Cynthia Rylant, “The Little Engine that Could”, “Henny Penny”

· “Spaghetti” by Cynthia Rylant, and “The Marble Champ”, by Gary Soto

· Example of a thesis used as the repeating chorus for a list

· Example of one student’s thesis and supporting ideas, written on chart paper, from which the whole class can develop a list using parallel structure to support a claim

· “Types of evidence to Support Claims”, listed on chart paper (page 153)

· Chart paper

· Markers
	W.PS.05.01
W.GR.05.01

	Session XII:

Using Descriptions Of Author’s Craftmanship As Evidence – page 160

Objective:  The learner will:
Analyze the choices authors make in their texts in order to find evidence to support their claims
	· “Things” by Eloise Greenfield

· Your own thesis and supporting folders related to “Things” 

· Recording of a talk or lecture, demonstrating a “professor’s voice”

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	R.NT.05.04

	Session XIII:

Putting It All Together: Constructing Literary Essays – page 171

Objective:  The learner will:

Study published literary essays in order to find structures for their own literary essays
	· Enlarged copy of first two paragraphs of Jill’s essay from  Session IX (pages 132 &133)

· Copies of Jill’s essay for each child

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	R.CM.05.01
W.GR.05.01


	Session XIV:

Packaging And Polishing Your Literary Essays – page 187

Objective:  The learner will:

Write introductory and ending paragraphs, make citations, and use specialized jargon of literary scholars
	· Examples of leads written for secondary school essays

· Example of one child’s process for writing and revising a lead, using an essay children have studied

· See CD-ROM for additional resources


	W.PR.05.04

	Session XV:

Literary Essays: A celebration – page 199

Objective:  The learner will:

Share and celebrate the completion of their literary essays
	· Children need to have created anthologies from their essays

· See CD-ROM for additional resources
	S.DS.05.01



