Unit 1: Launching the Writing Workshop (Fourth Grade)
	Sessions:
	Resources/Getting Ready
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Starting the Writing Workshop – page: 1
Objective:

The students will learn a strategy of how to start a narrative writing piece by thinking of a special person.  
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
Extra Lesson Ideas:
A guide to the Writing Workshop by L. Calkins (in this set) 
Writing Workshop The Essential Guide by Ralph Flectcher
Qualities of Writing Packet- Ideas Lesson 1-9 (See Writing Leader)
Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 176 – 182 (See Writing Leader)
	· Teacher’s own writer’s notebook (example)

· Memories of people who matter to you

· Chart paper and markers

· Writer’s notebook for each student

· Method for pairing students
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session II:

Generating More Writing – page: 15

Objective:

The students will learn one strategy of how to start a writing piece by thinking of a meaningful place.  

Six+ 1Traits: Ideas

Extra Lesson Ideas:
Qualities of Writing Packet- Ideas Lesson 1-9 (See Writing Leader)
Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 176 – 182 (See Writing Leader)
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Chart Paper and markers

· Donald Crew’s Shortcut and Bigmama’s or other texts

· Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing chart from previous session

· Storage area for notebooks
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session III:

Qualities of Good Writing: Focus, Details, and Structure – page: 27

Objective:
The students will learn that writers focus their stories, and that stories are told in scenes rather than summaries. 

Six+1Traits: Organization, Ideas
	· Writer’s notebook

· Chart Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing

· List of story topics (broad to narrow, zoomed-out to zoomed -in, watermelon-sized to seed-sized) 
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session IV:

Writer’s Job in a Conference – page: 36

Objective:

The students will be introduced to the structure of a writing conference and learn how writers talk about their writing.
	· Writer’s notebooks

· List of questions asked during a conference (sample in Connection section)

· Short transcript of two conferences (effective/ineffective)

· Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing chart

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session V:

Building Stories Step-by-Step – page: 47

Objective:

The Students will learn how to write stories bit by bit, rather than summarizing them.

Six+ 1Traits: Organization 
	· Writer’s notebook 

· Two versions of a story to tell (summary and sequential narrative)

· Chart paper and markers

· Idea for shared class event for oral retelling


	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session VI:

Choosing a Seed Idea – page: 59

Objective:

The students will learn to reread their writing notebooks to find an idea to use for a finished piece of writing.
Six+ 1Traits: Ideas
	· Writer’s notebook 

· Teacher’s writer’s notebook

· Selected books with great leads

· Paper clips

· Blank booklets
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02

	Session VII: 

Revising Leads: Learning from Published Writing – page: 69

Objective:
The students will learn how to develop leads for their writing pieces. 
Six+ 1Traits: Organization, Conventions

Extra Lesson Ideas:
Six + 1 Traits of Writing- Page 88- 90 (See Writing Leader)
Reviser’s Toolbox by Barry Lane- Page 14- 34 (See Writing Leader)

Barry in a Box (video set 1st part Leads)

Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 182 – 185 (See Writing Leader)
	· Writer’s notebook 

· Examples of students leads 

· Books with examples of good leads (see Getting Ready)

· Example leads on chart paper

· Chart paper and markers

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart
	W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.03
W.PR.04.04
W.AT.04.01
W.GR.04.01

	Session VIII:
Writing Discovery Drafts – page: 83

Objective:
The students will learn to write a draft quickly in order to get the whole story down on paper as it comes to mind. 

Six+ 1Traits: 
	· Writer’s notebook 

· A transparency of a students discovery draft

· Overhead

· Chart paper and markers
	W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.03
W.PR.04.04
W.AT.04.01


	Session IX:

Revising Endings: Learning from Published Writing – page: 93
Objective:

The students will learn that writers deliberately craft the endings of their stories. They will learn to improve techniques by studying published writing.

Six+ 1Traits: Organization

Extra Lesson Ideas:
Reviser’s Toolbox by Barry Lane- Page 35 – 40 (See Writing Leader)
	· Writer’s Notebook

· Overhead Projector

· Transparency of the ending of Fireflies! By Brinckloe (or other story with strong ending)

· Mental notes about what makes an ending strong

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart.
	W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02
W.PR.04.04
W.PS.04.01
W.AT.04.01


	Session X:
Taking Charge of Our Writing Work:

Starting a Second Piece – page: 103

Objective:

The students will lean that writers make decisions about their writing, including when to finish pieces and to start new ones. 
Six+ 1Traits: Ideas
	· Writer’s Notebooks

· Strategies for Generating Personal narrative Writing chart

· “Monitoring My Writing Process” checklist on chart paper

· Copy of “Monitoring My Writing Process” for notebooks

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart

· Writer’s notepad for each kid
	W.AT.04.01
W.PS.04.01
W.PS.04.02

	Session XI: 
Timelines as Tools for Planning Stories – page: 113

Objective:
The students will learn to use timelines to plan and structure their narratives. 

Six+ 1Traits: Organization
	· Writer’s notebook

· Monitoring My Writing Process checklist chart

· Story from your own childhood (plan parts for timeline)

· Idea for shared class story

· Two leads for your story example (one using dialogue, one using an action)
	W.PR.04.02
W.PR.04.04


	Session XII:

Timelines as Tools for Developing Stories – page: 125

Objective:

The students will learn to narrow in on one event from a timeline and create a new timeline for that event. 

Six+ 1Traits: Organization
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Chart or transparency of a 2nd timeline made from one dot of 1st timeline
	W.PR.04.02
W.PR.04.04
W.AT.04.01


	Session XIII:
Writing from Inside a Memory – page: 135

Objective

The students will learn how to write so readers will feel the experience. 

Six+ 1Traits: Ideas
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Examples of memories

· Chart paper and markers

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart

· Overhead

· Example of paragraph formatting on chart paper

· Piece of student writing with and without paragraphs.

· Copies of student’s with boxes drawn around paragraphs.

· Copies of a story retyped with no paragraph formatting.
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02
W.PR.04.04


	Session XIV:
Writing in Passages of Thought: Paragraphing to Support Elaboration – page: 147

Objective:
The students will learn how to write complete paragraphs from single key sentences.

Six+ 1Traits: Ideas and Organization
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Sample of first draft, numbered to indicate where the writer decided to elaborate

· Page with numbered elaborations written on it

· Sample copies of writing that needs elaboration

· Example of students writing that shows elaboration
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.01
W.PR.04.02
W.PR.04.03
W.PR.04.04


	Session XV:
Developing the Heart of a Story: Revision – page: 157
Objective:
The students will learn to revise their writing based on what they see as being most important parts. 

Six+ 1Traits: Organization and Ideas  
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Sample draft of a students piece needing revision on chart paper

· Guest speaker

· Student’s versions of the class story used in the timeline session

· Shortcut by Donald Crews

· Scissors and tape

· Chart paper and markers
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.04


	Session XVI: 
Using Editing Checklists – page: 169

Objective:

The students will learn how to use a checklist for editing their writing. 
	· Writer’s notebooks

· Editing checklist for each child

· Chart-sized editing checklist 

· Example of writing that needs editing

· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart
	W.AT.04.01
W.PR.04.05

	Session XVII:
Publishing: A Writing Community Celebrates (Celebration Activity) – page: 179

Objective:

The students will learn to share and celebrate their published writing with others.

Six+ 1Traits: Presentation
	· Empty bulletin board

· Stickers

· Snack 
	W.AT.04.01
R.CS.04.01


