Unit 2: Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing (Third Grade)
	Sessions:
	Resources/Getting Ready
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Reading with a Writer’s Eye – page:1
Objective:
The students will learn to improve their writing by emulating examples of good narrative writing. 

Six Traits + 1: Organization, Ideas
	· Copy of Cisneros’ “Eleven” for each student
· Excerpt of red-sweater scene on chart paper or overhead (will reuse Session VI & IX)
· Lessons from mentor personal Narratives chart

· Copies of other published focused personal narratives
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.01

	Session II:

Starting with Turning Points – page 17
Objective:

The students will learn to develop story ideas by looking at first times, last times or times of important realizations.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
Extra Lesson Ideas:
Qualities of Writing Packet- Ideas Lesson 1-9 (See Writing Leader)
Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 176 – 182 (See Writing Leader)
	· Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing chart from first session 
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.PR.03.03

	Session III:

Starting with Strong Feelings – page: 31
Objective:
The students will learn to develop story ideas by using experiences that produced a strong feeling.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas

Extra Lesson Ideas:
Qualities of Writing Packet- Ideas Lesson 1-9 (See Writing Leader)

Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 176 – 182 (See Writing Leader)
	· Chart paper listing a strong emotion and instances when you experience it
· Your own Small Moment story based on a strong emotion

· Strategies for Generating Personal Narrative Writing chart

· When to Use Paragraphs in Narrative Writing chart
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.PR.03.03

	Session IV:

Yesterday’s Revisions Become Today’s Standard Practice – page : 45
Objective:

The students will learn how to set goals for improving the quality of their writing.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas  
	· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart

· Student example demonstrating an item from the chart
· Student example that demonstrates focusing on the subject and writing fast and long, using true exact details
· Student example that demonstrates paying attention to the details of life

· Overhead projector and markers
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.PR.03.03
W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01

	Session V:

Listening for Significance in Seed Ideas – page: 57
Objective:

The students will learn how to be stronger listeners and use this skill to expand their writing. 
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· Monitoring My Writing Process checklist from first unit 
· Student copies of the Monitoring My Writing Process checklist

· Student seed idea that shows qualities of strong personal narrative that the class has studied so far

· Lined paper
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.PR.03.04


	Session VI:

Writers Ask, “What Am I Really Trying to Say?” – page: 69
Objective:

The students will learn to identify what their stories are really about in order to guide the crafting and revision of their writing. 
Six + 1 Traits: Ideas and Organization
	· Excerpt of red-sweater scene on chart paper or overhead (reuse in IX)
· Whole class common experience

· Monitoring My Writing Process chart

· Example of student writing before and after revising

· Little by Little, by Jean Little 
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.03
W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01

	Session VII: 

Studying and Creating Leads – page: 81
Objective:
The students will learn to use mentor texts to help them draft and revise their leads. 
Six+1Traits: Organization
Extra Lesson Ideas:
Six + 1 Traits of Writing- Page 88- 90 (See Writing Leader)
Reviser’s Toolbox by Barry Lane- Page 14- 34 (See Writing Leader)

Barry in a Box (video set 1st part Leads)

Creating Writers through Six- Trait Writing by Vicki Spandel – Page 182 – 185 (See Writing Leader)
	· Lead of Yolen’s Owl Moon, written on chart paper
· Collection of narrative picture books

· Copies of a three column chart: “Author’s Lead, What the Author Has Done, Our Lead Using the Same Technique

· Monitoring My Writing Process checklist

· Examples of students leads 
	W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.AT.03.01
W.PS.03.01

	Session VIII:
Telling the Story From Inside It – page: 93
Objective:
The students will learn to write from the narrator’s point of view.
Six+1Traits: Voice, organization, and ideas
	· Teacher’s Writer’s notebook 

· Your own story draft, showing a point of view that needs work
· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart 
· Homesick (Jean Fritz)

· Student samples of personal narrative writing.
	W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01

	Session IX: 

Bringing Forth the Internal Story – page: 103
Objective:

The students will learn to make connections between external actions and internal responses within their narrative writing. 
Six+1Traits: Organization
	· Student anecdote that can be used to introduce the importance of internal events
· Red-sweater scene from “Eleven” on chart paper
· Partner copies of passage from Chapter 11 of Olive’s Ocean (Henkes)
· Qualities of Good Personal Narrative Writing chart

· Student examples of revising to bring out the internal story
	W.PR.03.01
W.PS.03.01
W.AT.03.01


	Session X:

Adding Scenes from the Past and Future – page: 115
Objective:

The students will learn to use scenes from the past or future to bring out the internal story and add power to their narratives.
Six+1Traits: Organization, Ideas
	· Passage from “Papa Who Wakes Up Tired in the Dark,” by Sandra Cisneros, on chart paper
· Timeline of “Papa Who Wakes UP…” written on chart paper

· Student examples of narratives that show moving back and forth in time

· Whole-class Small Moment story on chart paper (from Session VII)
	W.AT.03.01
W.GN.03.01
W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.03
W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01


	Session XI: 

Bringing Forth the Story Arc – page: 127
Objective:
The students will learn how to revise their narratives by bringing out the story structure.
Six+1Traits: Organization
	· Peter’s Chair, by Ezra Jack Keats, and Shortcut, by Donald Crews (students need to know texts already)
· “How Stories Tend to Go”, drawn on chart paper

· Your own example of using story structure to tell a common, everyday event

· Story mountain for Peter’s Chair, sketched on chart paper
	W.AT.03.01
W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.04


	Session XII:

Ending Stories – page: 137
Objective:

The students will learn how to effectively end the stories they write by resolving a problem, changing feelings, or learning a lesson. 
Six+1Traits: Organization

Extra Lesson Ideas:
Reviser’s Toolbox by Barry Lane- Page 35 – 40 (See Writing Leader)
	· Your ongoing writing with several possible endings

	W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.02
W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01
W.AT.03.01


	Session XIII:
Editing: The Power of Commas – page: 147
Objective

The students will learn about commas and learn to use them within their writing.  
Six+1Traits: Conventions
	· Copies of three familiar texts containing commas (1 set per partnership)
· Three column chart labeled “Examples of Commas in mentor Text, What Does the Comma Do?, and Using the Comma in My Own Writing”

· Prepare for Share by reading celebration in the next session
	W.GN.03.01
W.PR.03.01
W.PR.03.05

	Session XIV:
Reading Aloud Our Writing: A Ceremony of Celebration – page: 155
Objective:
The students will share their writing with others and receive useful feedback about their writing. 
Six+1Traits: Presentation
	· Read lesson carefully  for all preparation information

· Chart paper with choral poem written on it

· Baskets of note cards

· Snack 
	W.AT.03.01
R.CS.03.01


