Breathing Life into Essays (Third Grade)
	Sessions:
	Resources/Getting Ready
See CD-ROM for resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Collecting Ideas as 
Essayists-page 1
Objective:
Students collect writing to be turned into essays and show them how to use their observations in their writing.
Six Traits + 1: Word Choice, Voice, Ideas
	· Non-narrative notebook entries from students
· Sample essays from    students/teacher
· Writing Chart from Units 1 and 2 (Strategies for Generating Personal Narratives)

	W.PS.03.01
W.AT.03.01
S.DS.03.01

	Session II:
Growing Essay Ideas in Notebooks-page 13
Objective:

Students continue to learn how to collect writing to be turned into essays and how to write about what they see at a greater length.
Six Traits + 1: Word Choice, Voice, Ideas
	· Non-narrative notebook entries from students
· Chart paper for T-chart
· Chart paper for “Generating Essay Entries”
· Writing samples by published authors/teacher/ students
	W.PR.03.02 
W.PS.03.01
W.AT.03.01


	Session III:
Contrasting Narrative and Non-narrative structures– page 29
Objective:

Students compare essays and narratives.
Six Traits + 1: Organization
	· Chart paper with list of features of Non-narrative writing
· Teacher writing sample

· Photocopies of narrative and non-narrative writing examples
	W.GN.03.03
W.PR.O3.01
W.PR.03.03
W.PS.03.01


	Session IV:
Using Conversational Prompts to Spur Elaboration – page 45

Objective:
Students learn that they need to stay with their essay topic for longer stretches by talking about their ideas.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas, Word Choice
	· Transcript of an earlier book talk

· Teacher written idea to build on using prompts

· “Pushing our Thinking list of Prompts” written on chart paper

· Examples of student entries where thinking is extended
	W.GN.03.03
W.PR.O3.01
W.PS.03.01


	Session V:
Generating Essay Writing from Narrative Writing– page 
Objective:
Students revisit previously written narratives to add more insights and ideas.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· Student writing sample that shows extended level of thinking

· Teacher’s personal narrative entry from last unit of study
· “Questions Writers Ask of Earlier Entries” written on chart paper

· “Strategies for Generating Essays” Chart

· Student writing sample where a previous entry inspired  ideas
	W.PR.O3.01
W.PR.03.04

	Session VI:
Finding And Crafting Thesis Statements – page 71
Objective:

Students learn to reread their writing to find a thesis.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· Teacher writing sample to demonstrate finding a thesis
· Student writing samples

· List of questions for assessing a thesis, written on chart paper
	W.GN.03.03

	Session VII: Boxes and Bullets: Framing Essays – page 83
Objective:

Students learn to support their thesis by framing their essay.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas, Organization
	· Simple example thesis

· Class thesis statement

· Copies of two student essays from a past year, one set per child


	W.PR.03.02 


	Session VIII:
Learning to Outgrow A First Thesis - page 97
Objective:
Students may rewrite their earlier thesis statement to make it more perceptive by asking themselves questions.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas, Voice
	· Story you can tell about a writer who discovered the value of postponing closure
· Notebook entries from students showing how they tried to push their thinking about their thesis statement

· Thesis you can use for a demonstration (save for lesson IX)
	W.PR.03.04
S.DS.03.01

	Session IX:
Composing and Sorting Mini-Stories – page 109
Objective:

Students write ministories to help support their ideas.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· Colored file folder for each student and for teacher
· Several manila folders for each student and for teacher
· Teacher’s thesis, topic sentences, and supporting list of true stories
· Teacher story developed to support a topic sentence

· Class thesis and supporting topic lesions from Lesson IX written on chart paper

· Guidelines for Writing Essays chart
	W.PR.03.02 


	Session X:
Seeking Outside Sources-page 125
Objective:

Students learn that writers support their ideas in essays by seeking other people’s stories.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas, Voice
	· One topic from which the teacher has written two stories: one that illustrates the topic sentence and one that illustrates a different point
· A few sentences from an interview that support a bullet point from the class story, written on chart paper

· Student’s story requiring revision to support the main idea
	W.PR.03.03
W.PS.03.01


	Session XI: 

Creating Parallelism in Lists – page 137
Objective:

Students write lists to support their thesis.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· Example of published writing where author used lists written on chart paper
· Teacher topic sentences and supporting lists

	W.PR.03.04

	Session XII:
Revising Toward Honesty – page 149
Objective:

Students learn the importance of honesty in writing.
Six Traits +1: Voice, Word Choice
	· Example of writing that needs to be revised for honesty
· Passages from class essay that can be revised for honesty written on chart paper
	W.PR.03.04
W.PS.03.01


	Session XIII:
Gathering A Variety of Information – page 161
Objective:

Students learn how to gather a variety of information to support their thesis.
Six Traits +1: Ideas, Word Choice
	· Teacher’s essay demonstrating how observation and statistics can support a topic sentence
· Class thesis and topic sentences from previous lessons

· Samples of student writing where a topic sentence is supported with a variety of types of information
	W.GR.03.01
W.PR.03.02 
S.DS.03.03

	Session XIV:
Organizing For Drafting – page 171
Objective:

Students organize their collected files of writing to plan their drafts.
Six Traits + 1: Organization, publication
	· Teacher essay with supporting evidence collected in colored and manila folders
· Copy of a teacher’s story that doesn’t  support the claim, written on chart paper

· Several student essays with supporting evidence collected in colored and manila folders

· Questions to Ask of Writing Before We Draft chart
	W.PR.03.02 
W.PR.03.04

	Session XV:
Building a Cohesive Draft – page 183
Objective:

Students learn to create cohesion within a draft by using repeated phrases, logically sequenced information, and transition words.
Six Traits + 1: Ideas, Voice, Word Choice, Organization, Sentence Fluency
	· One folder from teacher sample essay with entries organized into categories and written on chart paper

· List of transitional words written on chart paper

· Second example from teacher’s essay illustration transition words and another way to organize the material


	W.PR.03.03
W.PS.03.01
W.GN.03.03

	Session XVI: 

Writing Introductions and Conclusions – page 195
Objective:

Students examine different ways to begin and end an essay.

Six Traits + 1: Ideas
	· List of common ways to begin an essay written on chart paper
· List of common ways to end an essay written on chart paper

· Possible introductions and conclusions for teacher’s essay written on chart paper
· Sample student essays with drafts of several introductions and conclusions
	W.PR.03.03
W.PR.03.04
LCN.03.02
S.DS.03.02

	Session XVII:

Celebrating Journeys of Thought – page 209
Objective:

Students share their published pieces and other writing pieces with family and friends.
Six Traits + 1:
	· Parents and other adults or students previously invited
· Students’ writing neatly organized and displayed

· Three students prepared to read during whole-class celebration

· Refreshments
	LCN.03.01
S.DS.03.01
W.AT.03.01


