Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports – Second Grade
Unit 6
	Sessions:
	Resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations


	Session I:

Introducing How-To Books – page 1


	· Familiar portion of “Pomp and Circumstance” that you can sing or hum

· Photograph or picture of people graduating, wearing caps and gowns.

· How-To book that teacher writes to serve as an example.

· Chart paper and markers

· Variety of booklets, each containing about four pages 

· How-To paper (CD-ROM)

· Basket of How-To books

· Ongoing writing partnerships, each of the partners knowing who is partner one and who is partner two (needed for each session)

· Toolbox for each table and date stamp (needed for each session)
	W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02 
W.GN.02.03

W.AT.02.01

R.IT.02.01




	Session II:

Checking for Clarity – page 11
	· Chart “How to Write a How-To Book”

· Child’s piece from Session I

· Children’s folders with previous writing

· How-To paper

· Variety of booklets, each containing about four pages

· Sticky notes
	W.PR.02.03 
W.PR.02.04

W.PR.02.06

W.AT.02.01 be enthusiastic about writing and learning to write 


	Session III:

Revising Words and Pictures – page 21
	· Child’s How-To draft that is confusing to follow

· Sticky notes

· Individual whiteboards

· Student’s Writing folders

· How-To paper
	W.PR.02.03

W.PR.02.05

W.PR.02.06

R.CS.02.01


	Session IV:

Incorporating Features of How-To Writing – page 29
	· Transparency of a How-To page from Gail Gibbons’ The Pumpkin Book or Elmo of a page

· Overhead projector

· Chart, markers

· Basket of How-To books

· How-To paper

· Small version in the form of a checklist, of the class chart “How-To Helpers” for each child (see CD-Rom)

· Student’s Writing folders

· Sticky Notes
	W.GN.02.03

W.PR.02.06

R.IT.02.03

S.DS.02.01


	Session V:

Revising: Learning from a Variety of How-To writing – page 31
	· Gail Gibbon’s The Pumpkin Book
· Sticky note with one child’s revision plans

· Memo that qualifies as a How-To memo

· Many examples of How-To texts (instructions from board game, Laminated card from airplane explaining escaoe routes, poster of what to do if someone starts choking, recipe from back of cereal box, packet of oatmeal with instructions on it, instructions for making something from a kit, etc.) 

· Gail Gibbon’s Apple Book
	W.GN.02.03

W.PR.02.01

W.PS.02.01


	Session VI: Editing: Using Periods, Parentheses, and Colons – page 47
	· How-To Helpers checklists for each student (see CD-ROM

· Overhead projector

· Overhead transparency of How-To page from Apples by Gail Gibbons

· Multiple copies of a pre-selected student book

· Assessment Rubric for How-To writing (CD-ROM)
	W.GR.02.01

W.SP.02.01


	Session VII: Introducing All-About Books – page 58


	· The Pumpkin Book, by Gail Gibbons.  Ideally, make transparencies of selected pages, each page addressing a different subtopic

· Overhead projector

· Basket of All-About books, one for every partnership.  Ideally, select books that have an All-About title, a table of contents, and chapters.  

· Chart paper and marker

· A book your children know well that has chapters

· All-About topic paper (CD-ROM) or lined paper
	W.GN.02.03

W.PR.02.02

W.AT.02.01

R.IT.02.01

R.IT.02.03


	Session VIII:

Structuring All-About Books: The Table of Contents – page 64
	· List of topics for teacher’s All-About book

· Table of Contents paper

· “All-About Books Often Have” chart

· Cover paper

· How-To paper
	W.PR.02.02

W.GN.02.03

W.AT.02.01

R.IT.02.01


	Session IX:

Planning Each Chapter: Choosing Papers and Structures – page 71
	· The Pumpkin Book and Apples, both by Gail Gibbons

· Supply of paper, including How-To paper and different Kinds-of-something paper (on the CD-ROM)
· Teacher All-About book with a table of contents
· List of chapters related to the shared topic(s) discussed in previous sessions (ex. Dogs and recess) 
	W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.03


	Session X:

Making Labeled Diagrams – page 81


	· The Pumpkin Book by Gail Gibbons, some pages with diagrams copied on transparencies

· Overhead projector

· How-To paper

· All-About paper

· Parts of a thing paper
	W.GN.02.03

W.PS.02.01


	Session XI: 

Making Texts that Teach – page 87


	· All-About books in which the children have been writing (ask them to sit on them until it is time to attend to them

· Books on topics the children in your class are writing about
	W.GN.02.04

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.06

S.DS.02.01


	Session XII:

Revising: Learning From Each Other’s Writing – page 100


	· Pre-selected book, by a writer in the class, that contains a feature or features that can be emulated by other children (A good idea would be to type up the selected pages and put them on overheads)

· Overhead projector

· Paper Strips to add  (CD-ROM – Craft of Revision)

· “All-About Books Often Have” chart
	W.PS.02.01

W.PR.02.06




	Session XIII:

Revising: Fitting Information Into Writing – page 107
	· Pre-selected writing by a child in the class that contains information that will need to be deleted or moved to another part of the book

· Students All-About books that they will sit on until needed
	W.PR.02.06
R.CS.02.01


	Session XIV:

Editing: Becoming Resourceful Word Solvers – page 113
	· Whiteboards

· Dry-erase board, markers

· Index card for new word wall
	W.PR.02.07

W.SP.02.12


	Session XV:

Celebrating Nonfiction Writing: Ceremonial Book Placement – page 121
	· Bookshelf that has been cleared and will house the new books.  Make a sign to place over the shelf that says “All-About books”

· Mortarboard-type hat for each child

· Flower made out of tissue paper for each child

· Paper titled “What Information Did You Learn From Your Book?”

· Prior to today, time for students to practice reading their book

· Prior to today, a letter to parents and caregivers letting them know of the accomplishments and of the upcoming celebration

· Light refreshments to be served at the end of the celebration

· Portion of “Pomp and Circumstance” you used at the beginning of this unit, to play, sing, or hum
	W.AT.02.01

S.DS.02.04




