Authors as Mentors – Second Grade

Unit 5
	Sessions:
	Resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Discovering Small Moments, As Angela Might – Page 1 
	· Joshua’s Night Whispers
· 2” X 1” tiny topics notepads, one for each child; buy spirals and cut them in thirds

· Construction paper that will fit neatly on the covers of the tiny topics notepads; write each child’s name on a cover and paper clip these onto the spiral notebooks; have extras on hand

· Markers, pens, glue sticks, and other materials for decorating covers

· Paper for writing stories

· Letter to parents explaining the tiny topics notepads

· Books to read aloud preceding the minilesson: The Other Way to Listen, The Wise Woman and Her Secret
· Large, clear packing tape
	W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.AT.02.01

	Session II:

Stretching Small Moments, As Angela Might – Page 11
	· The Leaving Morning
· Chart paper booklet

· Tiny topic notepads for each child, which they should already have from the previous minilesson

· Your own notepad with details jotted on a few pages

· Sharpened pencils, pens

· Lanyards or yarn (to turn the booklets into necklaces)

· Scissors, tape, staplers for revision

· Stapled booklets for writers, each containing four or five pages
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01



	Session III:

Studying Angela’s Writing:  Ellipses Create Dramatic Tension – Page 19


	· Copies of Angela Johnson’s books they’ve read thus far (transcripts or individual copies of the books for each child or pair of children)

· Writing folders to fill with writing from this unit

· Begin “Craft” chart (size of bulletin board)

· Enlarged copy of Joshua’s Night Whispers (one way to do this is to make an overhead transparency of each page and to project it)
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.AT.02.01

	Session IV:

Learning From Angela: Writing With Ellipses – Page 27
	· Your own story on chart paper

· Student writing on chart paper

· Craft chart visible to the children


	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.AT.02.01

	Session V:

Studying Angela’s Writing:  Comeback Lines – Page 35


	· Joshua’s Night Whispers (transcripts or individual copies of the books for each child or pair of children)

· Enlarged copy of Joshua’s Night Whispers (one way to do this is to make an overhead transparency of each page and to project it)

· The Leaving Morning
· Craft chart

· Other Angela Johnson books, including, if possible:  Joshua by the Sea; Mama Bird, Baby Birds; One of Three;  Rain Feet; and When I Am Old With You
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.AT.02.01

	Session VI:

Learning From Angela: Writing Comeback Lines – Page 43
	· Enlarged text of different comeback lines (or copy on an overhead a page from your notepad)

· Piece of writing (prewritten) on which you are working

· Note cards

· Craft chart

· Angela Johnson’s books

· Sticky notes with your selected comeback lines
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01



	Session VII: 

Studying Angela’s Writing, Then Learning From It:  Using Research Details – Page 53


	· Make Way for Ducklings (you will have read this to the class prior to this session) 

· The Leaving Morning
· Piece of shared writing (class will have written this together previously)

· Revision pens and paper, tape
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.06

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01

	Session VIII:

Studying One Text For Many Lessons – Page 63


	· Blank copy of the Craft chart

· A system for dividing your children into small groups (see the connection phase of the minilesson)

· A typed transcript of Joshua’s Night Whispers for each student

· A copy of the transcript of Joshua’s Night Whispers placed onto chart paper on your easel
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.06

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01



	Session IX:

Noticing a New Text Structure:  A Many Moments Story – Page 73


	· Do Like Kyla
· Student writing folders (with their pieces)

· Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst

· Joshua by the Sea
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.06

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01



	Session X:

Trying A New Text Structure:  Writing A Many Moments Story


	· Do Like Kyla
· A wipe board and dry erase pen (or chart paper and marker)

· Blank charts with squares, see page 86

· Joshua by the Sea
· Overhead projector, transparencies of Joshua by the Sea 
· Copied pages of Joshua by the Sea
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01



	Session XI: 

Trying a New Text Structure:  Writing A Many Moments Story With Details
	· Copies of a piece of student writing for everyone to hold and study as an example

· Hard surface to write on (folder, wipe boards, clipboard)

· Pens for students
	W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.AT.02.01

	Session XII:

Studying New Authors As Mentors


	· Sticky notes ready for noticing craft

· Selected texts, enough for two books per child

· Shortcut by Donald Crews
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PS.02.01

W.AT.02.01

	Session XIII:

Emulating Authors In Ways That Matter
	· Book the children are studying with an obvious feature marked, such as Eric Hill’s Where’s Spot? with its flaps marked

· Donald Crews Shortcut 

· Your own piece of writing, with an idea for four to six sound effects that could be added 

· Stack of four to six sticky notes, each holding a sound effect that could be inserted into your story
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.06

W.AT.02.01



	Session XIV:

Turning To Authors For Specific Help
	· Your own writing on an overhead or chart paper, ripe for the revision you have planned

· Set of familiar books the children have all been studying
	R.NT.02.04

W.GN.02.01

W.PR.02.01

W.PR.02.02

W.PR.02.06

W.AT.02.01

	Session XV:

Editing For Publication


	· Trouble List of words

· Clipboards

· Paper, pens
	W.PR.02.06

W.PR.02.07

W.SP.02.01

W.AT.02.01

	Session XVI: 

Writing “About The Author” Blurbs


	· Chart paper and markers

· Stack of familiar books, several for each partnership

· Books (one for every partnership) with “about the author” sections, for example, Meanest Thing To Say by Bill Cosby, Appalachia by Cynthia Rylant, Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 
	R.NT.02.04

W.AT.02.01

	Session XVII:

Talking And Reading To An Audience:  An Author’s Celebration


	· Chart with students’ names in groups of three and a designated area in which to sit

· Teacher’s finished piece

· Author study baskets

· “Craft” chart

· Overhead projector and transparencies of Joshua’s Night Whispers
· “About the author” scripts for MCs on clipboards, organized by groups of three

· Students’ best works
	S.CN.02.03

L.CN.02.03


