Small Moments:  Personal Narrative Writing – First Grade

Unit 2

	Sessions:
	Resources
	Grade Level Content Expectations

	Session I:

Understanding A Small Moment Story – page 1


	· Selected few pages from a familiar, loved text in which a writer has written about small, true moments.

· Supply of stapled booklets in the writing center, each containing three or four pages – kindergarteners may need blank pages, while older children may need space for a picture and a line or two or more for writing

· Cleaned-out folder (work from the previous unit should be filed away in the classroom)
	R.NT.01.01

R.NT.01.03

R.NT.01.04

R.NT.01.05

R.CM.01.02

W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.01

W.PR.01.02

W.PS. 01.01

W.AT.01.01

L.RP.01.01

	Session II:

Discovering One Small Moment - page 11
	· Focused vignette from your everyday life; plan how to tell the story of the moment briefly, yet in a way that moves through time (first this happened then, this and includes a detail or two

· Text you used in yesterday’s minilesson (perhaps it was A Chair for my Mother)

· Little pad and pencil to write what the children say

· Examples of the stories that children can judge – Small Moment story or not?
	W.PR.01.03

W.GN.01.01

	Session III:

Establishing Long-Term Partnerships – page 19
	· Student (or better yet, an adult) ready to act as your writing partner

· List of partnerships you’ve planned

· Stack of papers, each with two names to represent a partnership, arranged around the meeting area as a partnership seating chart

· Paper with your name and your partner’s name with which to demonstrate
	W.AT.01.01

L.CN.01.03

	Session IV:

Stretching One Small Moment – page 29
	· An exemplar text (perhaps Audrey Penn’s The Kissing Hand, although Jane Chelsea Aragon’s Salt Hands is equally magical

· Chart paper and marker
	R.NT.01.03

R.NT.01.04

R.NT.01.05

R.CM.01.01

R.CS.01.01

W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.01

W.PR.01.02

W.PR.01.03

W.PS.01.01

W.AT.01.01

S.CN.01.02

S.DS.01.02

L.CN.01.03

L.PR.01.01

	Session V:

Stretching and Writing Words – page 39
	· Wipe board, marker, and eraser (the minilesson will proceed more smoothly if children have used these tools in word study and interactive writing)

· Small Moment from your life

· Chart paper booklet, three pages long, on which you’ve already drawn a story (you will not need space for sentences)

· Large dry-erase board for writing.
	R.WS.01.01

R.WS.01.02

R.WS.01.03

R.WS.01.04

W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.02

W.PR.01.03

W.SP.01.02

W.HW.01.01

	Session VI:

Sketching Rather than Drawing – page 47
	· Piece of paper

· Booklet of chart paper

· Markers for drawing and sketching

· Chart that lists three steps to writing:  sketch, write words, and add color and details

· Pencil
	W.GN.01.01

W.PS.01.01

	Session VII: 

Planning Details – page 55


	· Selected, focused vignette from the class’ recent, everyday life

· Booklet of chart paper and marker
	W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.01

W.PR.01.02

W.PR.01.03

W.PS.01.01

S.DS.01.01

	Session VIII:

Internalizing Story Shapes – page 63
	· Story of your own that you will tell across your fingers

· Tape or some way to affix extra sheets onto ongoing writing pages
	W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.01

S.DS.01.02

	Session IX: 

Storytelling with Partners – page 71
	· Students arranged on rug next to their writing partners

· Story to tell the class that includes a Small Moment of something true that happened to you recently

· Booklet of a story you already wrote (this will be the same story you tell)
	S.DS.01.02

L.CN.01.03

L.CN.01.04

	Session X:

Writing Some Words in a Snap – page 77
	· Alphabetized words children have already learned posted on a word wall in large, clear type where all of the children can see them

· Story you used in a previous session, written out partway on chart paper; stop right before a bunch of high-frequency words need to be written

· Marker

· White boards and markers for the children
	W.SP.01.01

W.SP.01.02

R.WS.01.05

R.WS.01.06

	Session XI: 

Focusing on the Most Important Part – page 83
	· Unfocused story from your life in mind

· Focused version of the same story in mind
	W.PR.01.03

R.NT.01.04

R.WS.01.01

R.WS.01.02

	Session XII:

Revealing Internal Stories – page 93


	· Writing that depicts what happened and the narrator’s response to what happened (it’s best if the model is written by a child of the same or close age as your children, but it need not be from a student in your present class)
	W.GN.01.01

W.PR.01.03

W.PS.01.01

W.GR.01.01

	Session XIII:

Writing Close-In Story Endings – page 101
	· A shared experience story that ends in a way that resembles children’s less-than-great endings

· Beginning of another shared experience story written on large chart paper booklet, with a close-in ending or two in mind

· Optional:  a story of a shared experience that has a weak ending written on chart paper

· Marker
	R.NT.01.03

R.NT.01.04

R.MT.01.03

R.CS.01.01

W.PR.01.01

W.PR.01.02

W.PR.01.03

W.PS.01.01

L.CN.01.03



	Session XIV:

Revising and Editing with Partners – page 109
	· Each student will have already chosen the piece he or she wants to publish

· Chart from the end of the last unit “How to Fix Up a Piece”

· Simple story written on chart paper to edit together

· Copy of the same story written on chart paper for each partnership

· Editing marker for each partnership
	R.CS.01.01

W.PR.01.03

W.PR.01.04

W.GR.01.01

W.AT.01.01

S.DS.01.01

S.DS.01.03

L.CN.01.03

	Session XV:

Reading Aloud for Visitors:  An Author’s Celebration
	· Page for comments attached to the back of each child’s writing with the title of the piece at the top of the page
	W.AT.01.01

L.CN.01.03

L.CN.01.04


