	Strategy/Skill Instructional Focus

Curriculum Guide Page _______

	Modeling (Read Aloud/ Shared Reading) See Note on Page 2
Materials

	Guided Reading Lesson Plan

	Students:
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	Date:
	Date:

	Title of Text:

Stage/Level:

Introduction:  Well planned and purposeful.  The teacher prepares with the reader in mind.
· Draws attention to the text features that prompt thinking (textual thinking)

· Provides support to help students search for and use information (literal thinking)

· Demonstration and  “think aloud” to show students how to go beyond the text (inferential thinking)

· Prompt to stimulate analytic and critical thinking

Observations: Student read the text silently or orally (everyone reads) while the teacher makes observations.
· Avoid interrupting too much (sample reading with older students)

· Prompt for a range of thinking

· Check for accuracy

Teaching Point: Discussing the text
· Encourage expression of thinking (opinions, active listening, etc)

· Model and demonstrate ways of  thinking and encourage each other’s thinking

· Sharing thinking with each other  is a learned behavior

Word Work/Focus: Helping the students become efficient and flexible at solving words.  Supports rapid, unconscious word solving

	Title of Text:


Stage/Level:

Introduction: 
Observations:


Teaching Point:
Word Work/Focus:


	Extending the Understanding (optional) Select a productive and time efficient way to help students make their thinking explicit (this must first be modeled by the teacher before using in guided reading lesson). Use writing drawing, sketching, performance, or extended discussion (e.g. make predictions, writing in reading, journal, characterization, chapter essence chart, create chapter titles, summarize, etc.

	Extending the Understanding (optional)

	Independent Reading: Student Conferences and Teacher Observations
Student are reading at their independent level:
· Student is able to read at or above 95 % word-identification

· Better then 90 % comprehension

· Students read text independently with minimal teacher support at this level.
· Teacher conferences to help student with problem solving and to engage in a discussion with the child around the text he/she selected.
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The struggling or challenged readers meet daily with the teacher.  Successful readers meet three to four times a week with the teacher.





Guided Reading is the Heart of the Literacy Program





Instructional reading level:


Student is able to read with 90-95% word-identification accuracy


75 % comprehension


Text at this level is appropriate for guided reading








Note: The teacher’s modeling is essential before guided reading takes place.  Interactive read alouds and shared reading prepare students for problem solving at their instructional level during guided reading. 


Frees attention for many different kinds of thinking—inferential, systematic, textual, analytic, and critical.


Provides opportunities to hear, try on, and learn new language and language structures


Expands vocabulary and content knowledge


Provides fluent phrasing


Explicitly teach strategies and skills








Text must be at the instructional level.








Balanced Literacy Lesson Plan					Date__________________ Teacher’s Name ____________________








